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INDEPENDENT EXAMINATION OF THE ARNE PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

Arne Parish Council’s response to matters raised by the Examiner: Jill Kingaby BSc (Econ) MSc MRTPI 

December 2019 
 
Q1. I suggest that Arne should aim to provide a minimum of 64 new dwellings over the Plan period (4 

dwellings per annum on average).  This could usefully be stated in the Neighbourhood Plan.  

APC response: whilst the Parish Council would not be against expressing the housing target in the plan’s 

supporting text as based on a minimum of 64 new dwellings over the plan period (ie averaging  at least 

4dpa), as explained in the HNA a simple ‘pro-rata’ distribution does not reflect the Local Planning 

Authority’s historic or proposed spatial strategy of focusing on the towns and key service villages – none of 

which are located within the parish of Arne (Stoborough as the largest settlement is a local rather than a 

key service village) and the suggested target would be well above past build rates (which have averaged 

2dpa).   

We are also conscious of the many environmental constraints within the parish that would make delivering 

such a target in a sustainable manner very difficult, and would therefore wish to see such an ambitious 

target (if considered necessary) expressed as an aspiration rather than policy.  The reason for this concern 

is evidenced in our response to Q2. 

Q2. I request that the Parish Council gives some consideration to how Policy 4 might be revised to adopt a 

more positive approach towards new housing development in appropriate locations, and to encourage 

small-scale development pertinent to each site’s characteristics.  The Parish Council should consider the 

advice in Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) Reference ID: 41-009-20190509, which states that although a 

draft neighbourhood plan is not tested against the policies in an emerging local plan, the reasoning and 

evidence informing the local plan process is likely to be relevant to the consideration of the Basic Conditions 

against which a neighbourhood plan is tested. 

APC response: the formulation of Policy 4 was primarily done at a time when the Local Planning Authority’s 

emerging plan was looking to promote up to 30 dwellings on small sites.  APC had concerns about this scale 

of development on the edge of its villages, and this concern was also shared by Natural England (who 

objected to the small sites consultation in March 2018).   

The submission version of the Local Plan (January 2019) contained the30 dwelling policy basis, and the Arne 

NP was submitted for its examination prior to the examination hearings of the Local Plan, and therefore has 

not had the opportunity to consult on or consider the revised approach now being promoted by the Local 

Planning Authority through the Local Plan’s examination.   

As a result of your letter, we have taken this opportunity to go back to Natural England to seek their advice 

as to whether it would be appropriate to revise Policy H4 to reflect the emerging plan (in particular to 

check if the revised approach had addressed the concerns they had raised in March 2018 when consulted), 

or whether the 6 dwelling limit was necessary in light of their earlier advice to the Parish Council.  Their 

response is shown in Appendix 1, and suggests that they would have no objection to the NP being so 

modified if this were supported by the Local Planning Authority.   

Such a modification would support up to 15 dwellings per site in Stoborough as a “Local Service Village” (ie 

9 more than the submission version of the NP), up to 5 dwellings per small site in Ridge as an “Other Village 

with a Settlement Boundary” (ie 1 dwelling less), and would not support any such dwellings in Worgret as 

an “Other Village without a Settlement Boundary” (ie the same as the NP).  

The change in scale at Ridge is not considered material and the Parish Council would not be against such a 

revision – in reality due to the constraints at Ridge (ie much of the area to the east, south and west being 
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within the 400m heathland exclusion zone – see Appendix 2) there is unlikely to be significant opportunities 

in this location.   

The change in scale at Stoborough, whilst more material, would also be acceptable to the Parish Council.  

Again in reality due to the constraints at Stoborough Green (to the south) much of the area is within the 

400m heathland exclusion zone (see Appendix 2) so there are limited opportunities.  It has also been noted 

that the District Council has refused applications for 30 dwellings on the site at Steppingstones ref 

6/2019/0015 and resubmission 6/2019/0400 (see Appendix 3 for the latest refusal) which reaffirms to the 

Parish Council that developments of this scale would be unlikely to be considered appropriate.  It is 

uncertain whether 15 dwellings would be acceptable but is considered to be a more realistic maximum. 

On this basis, the policy wording could be reworded as follows (this has taken on board the latest 

modifications to the Local Plan although it should be noted that these have not as yet been agreed by the 

Inspector and may be subject to further change): 

POLICY 4: SMALL SITES 

Future housing growth in Arne Parish will be limited to small-scale developments to meet local 

housing need, subject to the following criteria: 

• be within, adjoining or otherwise well-related to the defined development boundaries for 

Stoborough or Ridge, excluding any sites within the 400 metre buffer around protected heathlands 

other than for replacement dwellings 

• be in keeping with the distinctive character of Arne Parish and its settlements 

• not individually and cumulatively harm the landscape or settlement character, or heritage 

designations, unless the harm is not substantial, and the public benefits justify the scale of the 

harm or loss in line with within national policy 

• take full account of the potential effect they will have on neighbouring properties  

• In line with national guidance not be at risk of flooding from tidal, river, surface water or ground 

water sources, or give rise to increased flood risk to properties off-site 

• not result in the total supply permitted from small sites exceeding thirty dwellings in total during 

the plan period, and no more than twenty dwellings should be permitted in the first five years of 

the plan being made 

• not exceed six fifteen dwellings on any one site at or adjoining Stoborough, and not exceed five 

dwellings on any one site at or adjoining Ridge, or eventually become a larger site than six dwellings 

that would breach these limits through the subsequent development of adjacent ‘small’ sites 

• be restricted to ensure that such homes are occupied only as a principal residence so that they 

could not become second homes 

• constitute an appropriate mix of sizes of homes in line with Policy 1, including affordable homes 

• the effects of proposed homes, individually and in combination with other development, on 

European sites are screened to assess whether they are likely to be significant.  Planning 

applications must include full details (including upkeep over the lifetime of the development) of 

avoidance or mitigation measures to address adverse effects. 

Dorset Council have suggested that the bullet points on flood risk and restriction for principal residences 

create unnecessary duplication – our preference is that these criteria should be retained (a similar point 

could be made against some of the other criteria such as the reference to impacts on European sites) but 

we consider it is important that this policy is seen as a comprehensive one covering all of the key issues.  

Should the Examiner consider that these criteria need to be deleted then we would seek to clarify and cross 

reference these points to the related policies on these issues in the supporting text.   
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Q3. The Parish Council should consider how Policies 1 and 4 might be revised to limit the inconsistencies, 

and acknowledge that to “mainly include affordable housing” on small sites could prohibit development 

APC response: As explained in the Consultation Statement (pg 35), the economic viability of delivering 

affordable housing has been considered.  The pre-submission draft of the Local Plan Policy H11 (based on 

the latest viability evidence) requires 20% affordable housing on sites of 2 – 9 dwellings, with supporting 

evidence to demonstrate that this should be viable.  On larger sites of 10 or more homes / 0.5ha this rises 

to 40%.  There are no changes to Policy H11 currently proposed through the examination.  Policy H9 

includes a general requirement for sites (with no suggested lower limit) to support the mix identified in the 

SHMA (which for market housing would be approx. 35% as 1 or 2 bedroom homes), and also includes the 

requirement for 10% as single storey homes (albeit on sites of 20 or more dwellings), 20% as specialist 

purpose built accommodation for the elderly (on allocated sites) and that approximately 45% of homes 

should be 1 or 2 bedroom. 

Policy 1 of the Arne NP requires sites to be “mainly” (ie at least 50%) comprising affordable housing types, 

one and two bedroom open market homes, and homes specifically designed for an ageing population - 

such as sheltered housing and units designed for multigenerational living - the latter two are not affordable 

housing as per the accepted definition but would be part of the ‘mainly’.  This is not dissimilar from the 

direction of the Local Plan (ie 20% affordable, and approx. 35% 1 and 2 bedroom open market homes) that 

has been subject to viability testing.  Other housing types are not excluded provided that, altogether, these 

are in the minority (less than 50% of the total provision).  Furthermore, in response to the points raised at 

the pre-submission consultation stage, reference to viability was included within the policy. 

It may be appropriate, given the Local Plan progress ,for the wording of Policy 1 to be adjusted to place a 

slightly clearer emphasis on the mix, with flexibility offered between the smaller (1 and 2 bedroom) open 

market homes and housing suitable for older persons, along the following lines: 

POLICY 1: HOUSE TYPES 

Housing sites should deliver a mix of home types, taking into account current evidence of local 

need, and should include at least 20% affordable housing types on sites for two or more homes, 

and also including at least 30% as one and or two bedroom open market homes, and housing or 

homes specifically designed for an ageing population (such as sheltered housing and units designed 

for multigenerational living) on sites of three or more homes.  Private garden space…[as per rest of 

policy] 

Amendments to Policy 4 of the Arne NP are discussed under Q2 above. 

Dorset Council have suggested that it would be helpful if the supporting text to Policy 1 defined ‘affordable 

housing types’ for the purposes of the policy, and if it quantified the proportions of dwelling types/design 

required rather than used the term ‘mainly’.  The former could be readily achieved by making a reference 

to the NPPF definition in para 8.1.1.  The latter is hopefully addressed with the above suggested change.  

They have also highlighted that financial contributions for affordable homes should be sought from 

proposals of between 2 and 9 dwellings – however given the very limited options for delivering affordable 

housing sites the Parish Council would be concerned that the financial contributions would not result in 

affordable housing being delivered in the parish and therefore their preference is to retain the wording as 

proposed.  The final sentence of the policy (“Where an applicant considers there are significant economic 

viability or site constraints that would prevent a mix of housing in accordance with the policy, they will be 

required to provide evidence to justify reducing the requirements set out in this policy”) would enable a 

financial contribution to be considered where on-site provision is not likely to be feasible. 

Q4. I consider that the Arne NP should address the matter of consistency with Dorset Council’s allocations’ 

policy and should refer to eligibility for essential local workers, in the interest of supporting local 

businesses/encouraging sustainable development 
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APC response: The Parish Council is happy to adapt a wider definition as summarised in the pre-submission 

draft local plan (para 173) ie: living in the parish, close family living in the parish, employed in the parish or 

having grown up in the parish.  The Local Planning Authority have confirmed that they would be happy to 

work with the Parish Council in updating the definition in the neighbourhood plan. 

Q5. It would assist my examination if the Parish Council could respond to these comments. 

APC response: Dorset Council make the point that ‘second homes’ is not defined in the NP and also 

highlight that a similar policy is proposed for the AONB area and for small sites and Rural Exception Sites in 

the Local Plan.  They made a similar point at Reg 14 and this was addressed in the consultation statement 

(pg 41/42) but it would appear that the suggested changes were omitted from the submitted version of the 

plan in error.  Para 8.1.5 should have been amended to read:  

8.1.5 The Parish Council supports the second homes policy as proposed through the Local Plan 

review.  A similar restriction is proposed under Policy 4.  With 6% of the dwelling stock in use as 

second homes, the limited opportunities for further housing in the parish, and higher than average 

house prices, it makes sense to ensure new homes will be used by local residents.  Second homes 

(ie homes not occupied by anyone as their only or principal residence, including holiday home 

accommodation) are therefore restricted under this policy. 

Dorset Council have pointed out that their suggested modification to the policy – MM101 has been made 

to clarify that new homes which are commercially let for holiday makers would still be acceptable and not 

excluded.  However this modification has yet to be consulted on, and the impact of a holiday let home on a 

small site would seemingly have a similar impact to second homes as outlined in the Council’s second home 

evidence paper https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/planning-buildings-land/planning-policy/purbeck/local-

plan-review-purbeck/pdfs/submission-documents/sd23-2019-01-17-second-homes-evidence-paper.pdf, ie: 

• Likely to impact negatively on affordability and housing availability due to diminishing the housing 

stock available 

• Likely to impact negatively on local services (other than seasonal businesses and those that are 

dependent on tourists) due to reduced customer base and reduced potential workforce 

As such the Parish Council’s wording that precludes commercial holiday homes) is preferred given the 

limited sites available for housing. 

Dorset Council are also unclear whether the Parish Council intends that ‘sheltered’ housing, referred to in 

the first paragraph of policy 6, is also a C2 use.  APC’s intention is that this policy applies to accommodation 

that has an element of communal facilities and either direct provision of care or at least a warden service 

provided, and the PC did make some changes in this respect at Reg 14, but there may still be some 

confusion.  The care-based housing would clearly fall within C2 use, but the latter may be C3 / C4 or sui 

generis.  The occupation clause is justified on the local need for this housing type (as the Council’s emerging 

policy includes larger scale provision at Wool and Moreton to address more strategic needs).   

Dorset Council have suggested that it would be helpful if the neighbourhood plan clarified how the 

occupation of sheltered housing will be controlled (particularly where C3 sheltered homes are proposed) in 

accordance with the aims of the policy and defined the term for the purposes of the plan.  The Parish 

Council would be happy to work with Dorset Council to agree appropriate wording to cover this. 

Dorset Council also queried what is meant by the references to requirements for open space on housing 

sites – this is in reference to the Policy GI of the adopted Local Plan which states that “New residential 

development will be required to make provision for: recreation, sport and/or open space facilities; and 

green infrastructure” which will be replaced by policy I4 in the emerging plan.  This policy specifically 

referenced the use of the Fields in Trust Standards but the latest modification suggests this specific 

reference should be deleted (because FiT is referenced in Policy H3 – however Policy H3’s reference to FiT 

also appears to be deleted through a different modification so it is likely that these modifications will need 

to be further considered).   

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/planning-buildings-land/planning-policy/purbeck/local-plan-review-purbeck/pdfs/submission-documents/sd23-2019-01-17-second-homes-evidence-paper.pdf
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/planning-buildings-land/planning-policy/purbeck/local-plan-review-purbeck/pdfs/submission-documents/sd23-2019-01-17-second-homes-evidence-paper.pdf
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Q6.  I consider that the NP and Map 1 should set out with greater clarity the extent of Green Belt land in 

the parish, and confirm that it forms part of the designated South-East Dorset Green Belt (if that is the 

case). 

APC response: the Parish Council is not proposing any changes to the Green Belt boundary.  The Green Belt 
area used in the Map 1 has been wrongly plotted and should follow the boundary shown in the SEA.  Any 
references to Green Belt are to the South East Dorset Green Belt. 
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Appendix 1 – letter from Natural England (Nick Squirrel, Conservation and Planning Lead Advisor, Dorset 

and Hampshire Team, Dorset, Hampshire and Isle of Wight Area Team) 
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Appendix 2 – 400m heathland exclusion areas (Natural England Maps) 
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Appendix 3 – Steppingstones Field – recent planning decision 
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